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AHES 2009

31 Australian Conference for Health Economists

Old Woolstore Apartments Hotel, Hobart
1 and 2" October 2009

Conference Program



Day One — Thursday 1st October

8.30 — 9.00 Registration and Tea and Coffee

9.00 —9.15 Welcome (AHES Vice-President: Michael Shields)

Location: Merino

9:15 — 10:15 Keynote Speaker: Jane Hall (University of Technology Sydney)
Title: Discrete choice experiments: What is the question?
Chair: Michael Shields (University of Melbourne)

Location: Merino
10:15 — 10:45 Morning Tea
10:45 — 12:45 Main Session 1
Parallel Session Al: Economics of Obesity I
Location: Shearers

Chair: Bruce Hollingsworth

1. The Importance of body weight for child & adolescent life satisfaction
Presenting Author: Eibhlin Hudson (University College Dublin)

2. Is working long hours a determinant of obesity?
Presenting Author: Nicole Au (Monash University)

3. Explaining the black-white obesity gap: A distributional decomposition analysis
Presenting Author: Wang-Sheng Lee (University of Melbourne)

4. Intertemporal discounting and body weight
Presenting Author: Mark Dodd (University of Adelaide)



Parallel Session B1: Equity
Location: Half-Merino
Chair: David Johnston

1. Decomposing changes in use of ambulatory care before and after the universal health
insurance scheme in Thailand
Presenting Author: Vasoontara Yiengprugsawan (Australian National University)

2. Bargaining power and access to healthcare for women, children and the elderly
Presenting Author: Grace Lordan (University of Queensland)

3. Measuring horizontal inequities in Iran’s health care system using principal components
analysis
Presenting Author: Mohammad Hajizadeh (University of Queensland)

4. Government funded home and community care service provision: An investigation of
regional differences and service mix
Presenting Author: Nerina Vecchio (Griffith University)

Parallel Session C1: Priority Setting
Location: Drovers
Chair: Agnes Walker

1. Why we should not minimise costs per QALY or maximise net value in a context of a
national health scheme: Theoretical and Empirical Evidence
Presenting Author: Jeff Richardson (Monash University)

2. Treatment costs and priority setting in health care: A qualitative study
Presenting Author: John McKie (Monash University)

3. A Cost-effectiveness analysis of interventions to prevent falling in NSW

Presenting Author: Jody Church (University of Technology Sydney)

4. Priority setting in health care decision making: Yhe need for multi-criteria decision making
in China
Presenting Author: Yuhua Shi (Australian National University)



Parallel Session D1: Pharmaceuticals Regulation
Location: Macarthur
Chair: Peter Davey

1. The dilemma of Chinese pharmaceutical market
Presenting Author: Xuan Yu (Australian National University)

2. How can the expiry of patent protection on Statins impact on pharmaceutical expenditure
in Australia?
Presenting Author: Edmund FitzGerald (University of Sydney)

3. Is price regulation of pharmaceuticals in Australia promoting or hindering generic
competition?

Presenting Author: Lara Donovan (Monash University)

4. Forecasting the impact of recent policy initiatives on the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme
Presenting Author: Peter Davey (Illuminate Health Consulting)

12:45 — 1:45 Lunch

1:45 — 3:15 Main Session 2

Parallel Session A2: Economics of Obesity II (Organised Session)
Location: Shearers
Chair: Kostas Mavromaras

1. Eating habits of the Australian population: Fresh evidence from the 2007 HILDA survey
Presenting Author: Markus Hahn (University of Melbourne)

2. Impact of disadvantage and mental health on BMI in an Australian population
Presenting Author: Cate Burns (Deakin University)

3. The relationship of BMI and lifestyles in Australia
Presenting Author: Alison Goode (University of Melbourne)



Parallel Session B2: Policy
Location: Half-Merino
Chair: Jim Butler

1. What to do empirically when there are no data: Lessons from the economics of innovation
in the Mental Health Sector
Presenting Author: Ruth Williams (Victoria University)

2. "The tooth is out there......the effect of universal public dental insurance on use and
expenditure in Australia: a simulation exercise
Presenting Author: Ben Levett (Monash University)
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